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BABY BOOKWORMS

The Little Habitnes of the Childrens'
Library.

@e1l Nelson Tells About One of the
Prettiest Little Tmatitutions
That New York Fas.

Baby bookworma!

The litile habitnes of the Children's
Library are not knmown by that name,
but it suits them exaotly. Buech alot of
ntellsctoal dirty faces it is impoasible to
find ountslds of 500 Beventh avenue. Thav
come ia rain and sonshine, in Bammer
and storm, every afternoon between 4 and
6 o'clook and all Baturday and stay at the
reading {ables, arms akimbo, bending
over books and laughing, erying and lov.
ing ' ' Red Riding Hood," ** Lion Jaok,"
* Hop o'My Thumb,” ** Cinderella " and
the reat of the heroes and bercines of
Wonderiand.

They oome In gingham aprons, patohed
trousers, brimless hats and trescherons
shoea from the humble homes in the im-
modiate neighborhood for a book or
anothar poep st the red hat, leaguo boota
or maglo wand of the ohrome chefs
d'ceuvre, They come bafore the library is
openad and remain until ajected by pretty
Misa Edwards. Thay come with dolls in
thelr arms, sometimaes with moon.fased
babjes in their laps, and more than one
yollow dog has slept between a pair of
warm littls legs while the master followed
y fourteen.year.old heroup the Congo
wherea diamond mine and a beautiful
bioyecle awaited him,

The library has had but one birthday,
yot in that time an average of 1,000 chil-
dren have patronized it every month, the
difference In the sexes being about one-
tonth of 1 per cemt. in favor of the boys.

Thae best tinus for a study of these lite-
rary midgots is Baturday before the cireus
and baseball season. Then the tots come
In groups, arrange thomselvea about the
little oaken tables, all the small boys in
tho large chairs and the big girls squeezed
into the kindergarten seats, the resson
for which choice Miss Edwards is unable
Lo scoount. The coveted book is resarved
for home and the time given to pictorial
peries, in which the library abounds, By
way of preparing thess poor tota for the
wisest use of the larger free libraries and
reading.rooms no talking is allowed.
Books may be changed, the owner pass
from one fable to another, and he may
oall for as many books a8 he likes, but
silence in required and hints are given in
the matter of position and the proper
bandling of pernodicals and books, A
child who has besen s reader ome week
does not wet his inger to turn a leaf nor
does he dog-ear a page.

By baving the following blank filled
any child may borrow books :

The unaersigned, an inhabitant of the
oity of New Yurk, between 5 and 12 years
pf ago, Toslding Bb.....covinnmnoennsnnniasinnes
bereby applying for the right to use the
Children's Library, 580 Bevenih avenue,
promises to obey all ite Rules andto gite
immiediale notice at the Lidrary or any
change of residence,

(Bign Namd)..ooisesressenrnsinens
No. of Bebool....csiressaresnansrsnsasssnns
Name of Teacher......vivveeccsriavasnnias

I balisve is will be nafe to loan this spoli-
cant books.

Batisfied as to the residence of the little
would be book-borrower, the next requi-
site s a pair of clean hands, and some
elever schemes aro resorted to by the
small boy, who to escape a hand bath will
wear mittens, pin & brown paper over his
hands, or buckle them behind and at-
tempt to carry off the book in his mouth.

Clever as these dodges mre, Miss Ed-
wards insists on seelng the little palus
and then begins a bunt for eald water.
On rainy days the poddles In the side-
walk are resorted to; if an ice wagon hap-
pens to be in the melghborhood a cold
rub against the crystallized bloek intended
for the butcher, and if the book is partio.
ularly intervsting and there s danger in
delay o brave pull is made st some base-
meut door and permission saked of the
astonisbed mald to '* wash my handsalit-
tle.” Asa rule, however, the pretty, if
grimy little hands are taken Lome ata
speed 10 break all previous ruos Some-
timea the return trip is made immedistely
after ablution and more often deferred.

1 sat with » group of boys the otber
afterncon and tried to harmonize the re-
lations of one small, bony fellow of seven
named Louls, with the falr but obdurste
lHorarian, He was looking through »
Uhatlerboz and had 5, Nicholas in his lap,
neither of whioh be cared for, He wanted
& book bul ** Miss Edwards wouldn't let
him haye none.™

- wh’ ?!l

'* Well, 'cause the last one got tore. I
aldn't tear it, It was my baby."

I opened my eyes und pursued bis baby
with interest.

*It's Emwae, Bhe Is two, but—"

* Pretty 1

""Yes, but sbe fluds my book svery
2lnce I hide it Jom aa soon sl go in
tho house she comes st me snd bites me
with all the teeth she's got till I give It to
ber, Thon sbhe laughs and tears i, I
can't help her, It sin't my fsalt,” snd
the Little forebead wrinaled snd the small
face looked unspeakable misery.

“"No," sid Miss Edwards when 1 tried
to intezcade for Louls, ** other boys have
babies, and that excuse has been given
too often. It is his fourth offense. Ho
By come (o the Lbrary sud read, but 1
ean't lot him take » book home uutll I
oan trust hiw,"

Louis's eyes were becoming very misty
When & small neighbor with cherry cbocks
aod black hair begaa to tell me sbout bis
baby and her respest for library books,

8till I was sorry for poor Louis. He
Wiuted to read ** * Lion Jack ' sincs before
Christmay and it wes always out. If |
Could have » card # might come in,
Wo'ra going to move in & pice new bouse,
&ud then I cam bide everylhing from
Euma' The child wore & hittle bole in
the kuve of bLis trousers into & gup that
Sdwitted his hand during the talk.

practioal lemona in honesty, integrity,
industry, forbearance and enltnrs. Tha
voungest bas a kesn regard for the righta,
vrivileges and comforts of his neighbor
and the young Ilady in oharge han time
for many oral lemsons, many love pata
and gentle words, (hat will be mlonduring
as the memory of the ehild receiving
them,
The library waa incorporated two FORTA
Ago, and for a time had quartars in the
Bruoa Mamorial by eonrtesy of
the New York Frea Cireulating Library.
Tha attendanes was good from the start,
but the toddlers made so much nolse ad.
miring the pleture books and breathing
deep sighs over affeeting portions of the
story books that the Association saked
the privilage of suffering the littls ones
not to come unto them. The result was
tha loass of o front room in the building
590 Baventh avenue, where the litterati in
embryo quietly ery all over Misa D,
Dimple and Capt. Jaok. The quarters
are ridiouloualy small, but it is a heaven
to hundreds of amall people. The bookn,
numbating abont 1,900, were suppliad by
gifta from Wow York publishers and
friends of the undertaking. To place
the library on & purely unsectarian basis
the books were inspected by a super.
vising committes of acoredited repre.
saniatives of the Protestant, Catholio and
Hobrow faitha.
There are a thousand books in reserve
that need to be bound, s growing demand

old.fashioned volumes are mot to the lik.
ing of the same critic, who wants velosi.
podes, tennia, talking dolls, steam yachts,
Heonry Bianleys and slmilar modern
things. All pifts are accoptabls, old
books and magazines being exchanged
at the second-hand stores for reading
matter snitable to the juniors,

Small as the undertaking, it is n matter
of rogrot that thero are notas hundred
children's libraries about the city,

Nzru Nuuson.

FADS IN FORTUNE-TELLING,

Bwell Murray Hill Girls Who Patron-
ize a Dark-Eyed Seeress,

**Fortune-Toller to the Four Hun.
dred ;" it wouldn't be & bad sign, and
really there is n woman who might al-
most lay claim to the distinetion, for in
the revolution of fads and fashions in
their orbits that which is oldest comes
ronund n, & New York letter in
Ra g B Nev

Of course not a girl of them would own
to being superstitious, but to put on one's
v or " ng suit and b EWAg.
ger price for ;vmflu & dar] woman
with a red turban marked wi
characters about her head londs a mild
flavor of interest to an afternoon.

The woman is olever for ahe really
keops an owl. It's s creat mistake fora
sorceress to grudge little additions like

to her paraphernalin, She wears
broad, heavy bracclets on her wrists aud
mﬁ:."nm red about ber shoulders,

O ise her environment is prosaic,
and, she being for the moment Tn luck
quite uomysteriously and inartistically
Cho  har “taught all fashionable N

onable Ne
York that to Tn-m .
sign you will loss money, It is snpposed

5 or
of broken parusola. dream wo lo
for is_of pots ot jelly, for life n.nni
fortune, or of picking lots, for
Inln ln“‘l try house
n n & conn on
nllllmm week a colored auntie
wes called In to tell fortunes by tea-
unds, Bhe was v black and abie
& mokt lively and :{ubhvm picka-
ninny whom she called Alphonso.
‘When the prettiest girl in the had
handed her cup the seeress the
groonds well -guul in it and then re.
versed it for a few minntes Into the

BALCATr.
The protty girl didn't scold when Al.
houso grinned in her face like an im
rom the lower reglons, and Alphonso's
mamme wed proper gratitude by an-

pounciog a claver leaf and a nnﬁ

I am afraid I scowled on the little raa-
cal for in my cup she discovered a snake,
thereby sending me, of course, for my
own mc of mind, into the manks of
them sooff and disbelieve,

ROMANCE OF A DIAMOND,

Heart Becrets Ravealed Through the
Capn Colony Police Regulntions.

A very ourlous cass bas been exercising
the authorities at the Cape of Good Hope,
says & correspondent of a London paper.

In accordance with the law which re-
gardaas stolen avery dimmond which a man
sells or has in his possession unless its
origin and pedigres are registered at the
detective de ul, & man brought up
for registration the other day s large
dinmopd, worth some thoussuds of
pounds, which had, he aliesed, Leen
given to him loug:‘cn by his swestbeart.

Hin story was t n certain lady, still
living and now the wife of another man,
bad found the stone and semt it to bm
some Hfteen or lwul{:m sgo, luclosed
mmwmlh. :.i:!:l-" : n Jetter beguing

[ TN A Roe

i) hover EeEent it ail this
be sald, but now, hﬂll! hard up,
wislied to sell it. He demanded, acoord-
ingly, that toe detective dspartment
should supply him with a permit.

Tho de ot communicated withthe
Indy. e, bowever, being & marmed
woinan, sevmed no way anxious to

g

i

o i .di .m!:hua featber and all
aul . an H
“éflure it ﬁ'ﬂuu detective office—a
relic of & of long m
E-idnn E‘urud«l by s

wisdom Iﬂ.‘ suoh thiugs ; bat
uoldm:ul »l o it nlﬂo ilnol:l-
substan lhnnnn:.ruhqn.w:u the

recipisnt L upon “when we two
mngd in -ﬁ:naund fears. " :
The latest news ls that the suthorities
ove story, that the genuinenoss of
whole affalr is 1w o fair way 10 Lo es.

** George. " sald the wife, with some snx-
faty. ''1 dom't like the woofiug ways you
bave into lately. You make light of
aver L.

X 2 ded Ceorge.
"'l}ﬁlﬁ t:vnn. i:‘l lom make gkt

e What be g

S lamp! " groansd the suburban.
ite busband .

Belf-Convicted.
[ From Chaiter. |
Brown—-What's the weight of that bog
T

not only for more bul newer books, The far

y‘-&- - me, sir—-230
u—-l’“imuhum riage

! an your sws

FISHES FILLED WIT VLTS,

Queer Experience with the Ray,
or Marine Torpedo,

Eleotrical Discharges Fatal to Other
Flsh, but Not to Man,

Home years ago a young man, in 2ll the
glory of kis first kniokerbockers, fonnd
timeell im a semall village on the New
England coast, and, liking the loeation,
determined to apend the senson there,
says the Kivotrical Review,

The morning following his arrival he
ran down to the bench, whers he fonud
& crowd of redabirted men gathered
around & fiat fish about three fost in
length,

** Wa'ro tryicg to get some one to heft
it," said an old sea-dog in answer to a
question,

YLift ! Why, a ebild counld do
u;ut. " remarked the young man from the
city.

" P'raps ho conld,” replied the fisher.
man ; ' but if vou kin lug the fish from
bere to the dory over yomder you kin
oarn §4."

" You're a fine lot of men." sald the
gi.tgrmuh. witha laugh; ** ean't lift n
of that giee! \\'!u-. I'll wagar the
same amount that I ean throw it that

Uhe fishermen were very anzicus to
take the wagor, nnd finally the yonng
nAD lppm‘\:fod. thrust his Angers into
the eyen of the fiab, and, if it bad been
any other fish we might have sid, pre-
Enml to throw, but ne it was the moment

in hands touchied 1he finh u strange look
of mirprise onmo over his face, and thowe
near might have seen a cerinin righlity of
the musclea. Ha retained the same posi-
ton for meveral momeuts, then, with
many grimaces, saked to be relisved, and
amid roars of lnughter the fish was pulled
from his hands, When the young man
hnd recovared his uumniml{ he con-
fesnad Lhat it was the heaviest fish he bhad
over attemptad to lift,

‘The fishy wan the my, known popnlarly
na the wrz:da (larpedo marmorntus),and
one of the most powerful of the wariue
slectricians.

In examinivg the torpedo the eleotrical
apparatus is very noticeable, belug made
up of two large, flat bodiea lying on each
side of the head.

The orlr-m aro 0om vd of numerous
prisma |d> nood vertically, each of which is
subdivided by delicate septs, forwing
small cells, which contain a elear, tremu-
lous, jelly-like subwiance. In aspocimen
of O mMATmOoralus one mway connt
nearly five hundred of these prinme

t been found that the upper side
of the fish is negative and tho lower posi.
tive, nnd that the power ia entirely under
the control of the fish,

me curious experimonta have heen
made: thus, the Solentist Mnarez applied n
talephone 1o the fish, and at svery ordin.
ariv sbock given he distinctly heard a
click, When the fluh was greaily excited
a loud gronn was heard, which sounded
like ** mi." and the discharge was pro-
lon four or five seconds,

o sloctrical discharge of this fish is
not of sufficient power to kill & man un-

+|less ho is in an exiromely enfeebled

condition, but that it is fatal to other
:.Inhu bas been noticod on many occs.
onn.

STORY WITH A MORAL

Bure Boward of Persistent Honesty
and Frugality.

Not many years ago & young mau named
Btickney, who came fiom FPresquo Iale,
studied law with Josiah Crosby in
Dexter, says the Lewiston Journal. Then
he went West, and later he becama presi-
dept of a system of ruads running from
8t. Paul.

Later two sonr of Mr. Crosby worked
in amill there and studied law in addi.

tion. They saved their earnings, aud
haviog learned well their legal lessons,
they, 100, went out to Nt. Paul, opened
an office tn which they slept, saving their
here as well.

Mr. Slickney gave them some business,
and at the same time he kept an eye upon
them., Hut they were of sterling New

Englaud stock: they kept in the straight
P n:f

narrow path, and finally between
them conld muster some 4,000, One lay
President Stickney walked into their office
and said :

** Boys, you have been prudent aud in-
dustrious, and I am inelined 10 ald you,
Go over to 8t, Aothony and put out your
mouey for land down near the mailrosa
wtwion. "

The hoys did so, and a few days later
Presilent Stickoey established close to
this laud & big machive shiop plant for Lis
ronds, Later the boys sold vat, snd when
they camne to figure up each was worih
about 875,000,

0SCAR WILDE'S SARCASM.

An Expert at Snubbing and Getting
Out of Consequent Eorapes.

At s gatbering m London not long ego
Oncar Wilde was approsched by a small
man, who slapped bim (awilinily on the
back, eiclaiming:

** Holloa. Oscar, d'you know avery time
I seo you you get fatter mud fatter:"

|
1 don't kpow who you are," replied

the spostle of methetivism, looking down
frosn hin advantage of several inchos,
**but eyery (1o 1 sén you yuu get ruder
anil roder.

Neodloas o say the too friendly ae-
quaintace vanished abeshed into the

crowd,

“*Can you tell me, " saked Osoar, turn.

to n lsdy with whom be had just been

m’hlu. **who that dreadinl bttle esd
“.' "
** Thst, Mr. Wilde," returned the lady,
with s trigid glance uud baughty manuner,
* s my bhusbaud. " 7

s i, indeed 7 * yoplied he, with an

recable swile snd boiding his ground.
»” what & Pll! you don't teach him
better manners ;"

HE GOT READY QUICK

A Buffalo Young Man Beats the Rec-
ord Preparing for & Trip to Europe.

A young man well known (o the eity
lately departed for Europe with the short.
e#t uotice ou record, sass the Buffalo E=.
pres. A fow bours before the traiu lefl
Bufialo that made cosuection with the
stomner at New York he determined to
joln some friends on their Europeao tour,
ﬁn weust bome. told his family of hbis in-
tention, sud, of course, wis et by the

guerion :

‘"How can you got ready? You have
got 1o prepare for an ocean VOrage. What
are you goiug to dot' "

N g, but black my bools,"” was

‘h'wm will m{i that woman s supsrior
to man after such sn tncldeut 7
——

Didn't Strike the Combipation,
[ Froes Mach | -
Hokus—S80 Count Hetowsky bas ab lasi
married Miss Twinely, the daughier of the
agricultural lmplemen) man ?
Yok '—Gmhuﬂu&h.u‘ jaek-
o 11

& juaper

AT THE SPIGOTS OF WIT.

Some of the Best Jokes That
Triokle Through.

Mra, Tulllver (to the pride of her heart)—
Reginnld, my boy, why are you so Idlet

lioginald (wearlly) <Decauss, my dear
T‘mlmr. there's renlly no tima 0 do any
Phing.

Counldn't Fool Him,
[ From ths Chicage Tribune |
Saleaman at Musle Btors (to enstomer from
Uptheersek)—=You'll give me a couple of dok
Isrs, you say, for that **old, seeond-hand
1, Inatrnment?™ My stars, man, that's a Nirs.
divarins!
fuatpmer <A what?
St dtendiveriue wir: & gennine Btradi-
Varigs={"
“Hirad mothip'! [te a fiddle! I
don't know s !iﬁdlu when 1 wea iy fnf'ﬂ'mw
you just §2, 20 for thie darned old thing.

But Time Flles,
[ From Charter. ]
Ol ovory doe has its day. ™

' Probably that is the season why 80 much
of onr time goes to the dogs, "

The Boll Theory.
[ From ihe Now Vovk Weebiy, |
Orator—Yes, gentiomen and fellow olthe

zenp, the wealth of lhmeonnt&ll in its moil ¥
UEJ lr-elﬂl"dl!m seati—Uuoes ye never
triod farmin’, did yo ¢

It Broko His Heart.
[From Judge |
1 declare, Tom, " sald thoe fond mother,
"*the babhy is the vers im f you!" A
the paper= next day nhm::fur:l I"mnﬁ-‘
ous dirappesrance. ™
5till, Sha's Not Happy.
[ From Chatler, |
Mrw. Cheorly—~That's a lovely cape. In {8
the Intest thing ont, dear * o
Min, Teerly (with a sob and a slgh)—Oh,
i the latest thing ont thin sesson
E:.Ihlmi-. 11: mv:'fcotl iu“nhn a 0'#0&
Hlgh Water.
| Frowm Smith, @ray i O, s Monidly, )
Unele Tumbloton—Thon you think Florids

i reat Stato t But tell me, Tom, how is

t
O T Tambleton—The fach s, usele, T 4l
oot toneh any.
uUtg‘:ll. Tumbleton ‘suspicionaly)}=—8o bad

A
Te nmbleton -Too_expanal
Don't you know that Flori w
centa a bottle 1 -
Foroe of Habit.
[ From Life. |
“Thomas, what in ophthalmist” saked

Bpeaker Head's wife
1 don’t know, " replied the Bpeaker; ** bul
the eyes have (L "

Ho Neodod Cement,
[ From ihe Boslnn Courder, |
Teddler—Can I sell yon some patent oes
ment, sir?
Mr. Seedie—Comentt What do I want
th o«mtnw
ddler—Weil, you look as if you was
broke. o
Her Daughter's Literature,
I From Juidge. |
Mee, Jaysmith—What are yon readiog,
Lm?
inn Jaynmith—
I8, J:';nxt?:illrlln—l;”‘;‘:u '3:’:‘ 'DmD:I;I.I of the
prenent Pope or the lnst?
Make the Best of Everything,
| Prom Sudtge, |
'* 0, dear, smoch westher!” exclaimed Ouas.
zam as he gazed at the peronnial rain.

**Yon onght to_be lbanklu! that we have
any weather at oll,” repli Tre.

who hail lwui1 tanght to k at the h
alie of everything,

Bomb Proof,
| Fram Justgs, |
Czar of Husais (just out of bed)—What has
become of my underahirty

Valet—Pleare. Your Majosty, the blagks
amiti’s puttiag fresh rivets in In®

One Customer.
[ From ke Baston Courder. )
Wife—~What is this mending and repain
ing company thst is advertised in the
papers, Johu t
Husband—It ia & company that has beon
formed (o meet & long-felt want. Garmente

in need af ropair sn? buttons and things
are taken in and fxed ur\;:g:,’ll

Wife—A good thing for ¢ nn‘.‘ﬁhwﬂ

*iiaband -Agd for merried mes. oo, my

dear: for married men, ton,

hi“"u' aftar lil‘tr:chm':lhlnimglnmn to
whspenidler w AsAlaly. 1, & we o

on lhc] NLOOP 10 wee what’ﬂnd nllnnlhlt:

| W

Quits & Trip.
Fhovm Purk, |

First N, Dakotan (from near the Manitoba
lingj—l guess 11l take in the Bouth sill

B s sl
| SR Y stow. far. Bemts 00
you calenlate going?

Firmi N. Dakoiau~0Oh~South Dakoway

\ Full of KEnowledge.
| [ Mrom ke Washington Sar, |
""Well, " sald & swell yonue woman of ihe
west end to w friond after half an honr's ox.
pericnes with & pompous ing of \wenty,
| **weil, for & men who dossn § kKoowany
that younawter kpows more than any man
ever met, ™

The Onion's V]nuo-.
| Fram ihe Chicage Tribuns, |
"*Urindstone, have you ever trisd » Taw
ounlon as & remedy for sleeplessnosst™
2 Tried (v ouce, Killordan.”
**How did it work?
*Had 10 go o seep to geb rid of the
tarle.

Forcing » Tip.
| Frum Sudge, |

yo'arm abill & minnte. Duy's a litiie dust

] ' . o' i'd Bloker off,
uu‘ﬂ’:’:‘!k’:&'& :dm&l‘;&tlmkﬂml'mﬁurﬂ

"
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